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causes, its social consequences, its distribution in various countries, and
the different means of combating alcoholism which have been adopted
in various countries.
So thorough a bibliography is of inestimable value to anyone who wishes
to make a study of the subject, and it may well serve as an example to be
followed in other branches of science.
A. Hoca.
The Worth of Words. By DR. RALCY HU5TED BELL, with an Introduction
by DR WILLIAM COLBY CooPER. Third edition. (New York, Hinds &
Noble.)
The introduction to this little volume contains the statement that it is
called into being because it is “greatly and urgently needed.” There can
be no doubt that there is general and urgent need of works which may
influence the common use of words in the direction of correctness and
good taste, but a slight note of pretension seems to lurk in the implied
claim that this little book is in itself equal to the missionary work involved
in such an undertaking. The author’s purpose, as announced by himself,
however, is reasonable and appropriate, namely, the intention of putting
into ready form some helpful gleanings from reputable authorities on
the true worth of words.
The chapter treating of the distinction between good and bad words is
one of general interest; but that devoted to vulgarisms is perhaps the
best in the book, for it is evidently written under the inspiration of good
taste and good sense, and gives excellent reasons why words not actually
slang are, nevertheless, most undesirable acquisitions to our language.
Donate and enthuse, for example, are unconditionally condemned. The
concluding section on the changes in the meaning of words contains much
interesting and unexpected information, and shows an extensive acquaint-
ance with literature.
Transactions of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia. Third Series,
Vol. 25. (Philadelphia, 5903.)
This book contains 6 pages devoted to executive matters such as lists
of officers, committees, members, etc., and memorial notices of members
who have died during the year. Following are a number of papers which
have been read before the College. These occupy 182 pages and include
several of considerable interest to neurologists, as well as a number of
more general medical interest. - W. R. D.
The Physiognomy of Mental Diseases and Degeneracy. By JAMES SHAW,
M. D., Member of the British Medico-Psychological Association, etc.
(Bristol: John Wright & Co. London: Simpkins, Marshall, Hamilton,
Kent Co., Ltd., 5903.)
Books of this character have an undoubted value to the student and
practitioner, although their range of utility is limited. The illustrations
of mental disease are well selected and typical, but they have more meaning
